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Awareness of Needs

Autism/
Asperger
Syndrome

Attention 
Deficit 

Hyperactive 
Disorder

Dyslexia



What is Dyslexia?

• It is a difficulty with language. People 
with Dyslexia typically have average to 
above average intelligence. 

• They may have difficulty in reading, 
spelling, understanding language they hear, 
or expressing themselves clearly in writing 
or speaking. An unexpected gap exists 
between their potential for learning and 
their school achievement.

* 7 years and above, more than 6 months



Characteristics

Language

Mathematics

Memory

Motor
Coordination



Language

• Difficulty learning new words

• Difficulty understanding questions

• Difficulty rhyming words

• Lack of interest in story telling

• Slow corresponding of letter to sounds

• Consistent errors in reading and writing

• Inability to tell story in sequence

• Poor reading comprehension

• Reversals in similar looking letters

• Difficulty summarizing



Motor Coordination

• Difficulty in organizing

• Clumsy

• Poor note taking skills

• Poor ability to proofread and or check work

• Confuses between left and right

• Poor balance



Memory
• Poor memory processing speed

• Poor rote memory

• Poor handwriting

• Difficulties copying from the board

Mathematics

• Confusion of Math signs

• Trouble memorizing math facts / concepts

• Trouble in learning time, money, times table



Sample Work 



Passage

  

   “I like to play with my dog and 
chase her around the field and go 
through barb wire and run and 
play in the snow and play in the 
house and run around the house.”



Interventions

• Visual Image – instructions, vocabulary
• Mind Maps / Graphs / Diagrams
• Avoid chunky passages
• Age level reader
• Increase rote memory
• Introduce letter sound correspondence
• Card Drills
• Learn through software games, educational 

shows, videos



Video on Carly



What is Autism?

• It  is a complex developmental disability

that typically appears during the first three 

years of life.

• It impacts the normal development of the 
brain in certain areas.



Main Concerning Areas

Social Interaction

Communication

Imaginary/ Flexibility

Sensory Issues



Common Impairments

A) Social Interaction

• Eye contact

• Attention span

• Joint attention

• Echolalia

• Communication Skills

• Social referencing

• Social cues



Common Impairments

B) Social Communication
• Common Intent
• Body postures, facial expressions, 

gestures
• Responding and initiating
• Focusing on Conversations
• “Prosodic” features
• Turn Taking



Common Impairments

C) Imaginary and Flexibility

• Interests and imaginative play

• Changes in routine (rigidity)

• Literal thinking

• Cause and effect



Sensory Issues

D) Hypersensitivity (defensive)
• Volume /Pitch of sound
• Textures
• Taste of food
• Overpowering Smells
   E) Hypo-Sensitivity (Seeking)
• Vibrations / sounds
• Movement
• Pressure



Sensory Integration

• Multiple Stimuli

• Odd Movement

Thinking / Organizational Skills

• Concrete thinking

• Sequencing



Interventions

• Changes to Physical 
Environment

• Introduce daily schedule

• Set up work system

• Visual Structure



Scheduling and Work System



What is ADHD?
It is a chronic and impairing behaviour 
patterns that display abnormal levels of 
inattention, hyperactivity, or their 
combination. 
*More than 6 months



A) Inattention

• Organizational Task
• Mental Effort
• Careless/ Forgetful
• Stimuli
• Close Attention
• Listening
• Verbal Instructions



B) Hyperactivity-Impulsivity 
Hyperactivity 

• Movement

• Engaging

• Hyper

• Excessive Talking



Impulsivity 

• Blurts out

• Turn Taking / 
Waiting

• Interrupts and 
Intrudes



Interventions
Strategies for coping with
Inattentiveness/Hyperactivity:

•  provide separate section on the fridge for 
task scheduling

•  use colorful pictures and diagram for 
instructions and to keep focus intact

•  give breaks : walk around, wash face, sip of 
water

• use puzzles, games, educational programs, 
computer educational software

• behavior contract



Interventions

Strategies for coping with Impulsiveness:

• Prepare them for transition

• Set clear rules

• Explain consequences: BE CONSISTENT

• Teach child how to check work



Interventions

Strategies for coping with Disorganization/
Handwriting/ Motor Coordination:

• Teach simple DO skills: colour codes

• Set routine

• Give credit for correct work than for 
handwriting

• Give more physical space
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